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KLTA THOMAS XEENEY was che wife of Clyde,
son of Charles Fromklim (1872-1953), grand-
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@The brook woufd Jose ks song if we
semoved he rocks.

years dut they consider themselves very much retired
from all of that now. Nonetheless thatis not o say that
we did nof take up apportunlties to meet our frequeat
wisttors.

‘You might enjoy the followlag episadle which I wrate up
for a friend. At the moment I wowid not waat it reptinted.

Friday, Pebruary 16th was the day. Just down trom my
house ahout 2/14ths of a mile in the village Is the Gearges
Mills, NE General Store. Its barn gambrel archicecture
belles its former lfe, years and years ago as a horse and
CaITlage barm. Now WILk S Porch and rockers, of course,
1t beckons with friendly charm making for a polite
backdrop for a presidential candidate visit. The late
1995 gas pump canopy-one of those modern converlence
improvements stands boldiy along Route 11 at the porth
end of Lake Sunapee.

The owner is Dave Kidder of nelghboring New London
who Is & member of a promlaent dusiness family i that
town. The Kidders are supporters of Steve Forbes.

Thad leamed that Steve Forbes was going 0 be stopping
By 2 he toured the area. I took off tiat mornlag from
work 50 T could be a local yokel. It was a beautiful
mornlug with bright Sun reflecting on a Lght powdery
sn0w that bad fallen overaight. | walked down about
9:45 a.m. My parents came over frow Unlty for the event,
as well. Mr. Forbes was schieduled for 10 am. and he
was clase ta helag right on time.

& iandful of voters were on hand and several Forbes
supporters-at least they were wearing Forbes buttons. A
Teparter or two from the prit, radlo and tv media were
alreadly thers. | preferred to be lnconspicnous but beng
in a litte congenial general store was not [deal far his
strategy as I well kmew. Since one af the TV crews was
from our statewlde Clranel 5, WHUR TV, 1 espectally
prefereed not to be a central focus. Afterall, my boss



(Governor Merrill) Is the aational chairman for Sen.
The repurter, Stephias Lylen, struck up a oomversation
with my affable fatker while my mother remalned aloof.
Father tells me that Mother was furious that they
"ignered" her as shc had a few lines to tell Ms. Lyden
2e0ted Ta on Father with questions lise, "What do you
thlnk of Mr. Forbes?, Did you watch last might's debate?
Who won? Who [ost7” Father was eareful not to be too
specific but answered thoughttully. Nome of this was an
camera. 1 had sort of faced a different direstion but
finally iad na cholce but o speak to Ms. Lydep Henee, I
asked her 2 question about what she was seelng on Ml‘
assignments. She answered, "Mostly cameras”
repurter thea redirected the conversation fo try and gut
wy thoughts. 1 was cagey bn my answers, she knew I,
but with a twinkle In her eye, she tried to elicite
comments monetheless. Wichout success, I might add. I
d1d hear her say to her crew 10 get tootage of "these
Tolks becvse they are real voters”.

At that moment cats and vans began arriving. The poor
souls at the gas pumps didn't know what 10 thiok as
hordes of cameramen swarmed ocoRgying every space.
The toursized bus carrying Mr. Forves pulled in.
Moments Jater the swarm bast lato the store. ht was like
an explosion. We were fust four feet in froat of the
counter where the Kiider famity stood behind ready to
Teselve their guest. In a flash we might as well have
been at the back of the theater. ! retreated to the right,
over mear the coffee maker. My folks were pushes
somewhat down the aisle. One teporter scooted by
Mother, who was trying to be as ont of the way as
possible while saying, “Just push right by.". He sald,
“No, I always say excuse me, first." Probably be was one
out of 2 bundred.

Meanwhile, I am backed up 10 the coffee maker with a
couple of uelghbors. Dne reporter said to me "Don't
worcy ance be sees a real person he'll be Tight over to
you" . Sute enough. 1 was about third In 2 raw. )
Forbes greeted me. 1 asked for s autograph. To which
be said, “Sure”. 1 banded bim a Concord Momitor
newspaper [Tot 2 few weeks ago that had the banmer
headline, “Forbes, The Man of the Hour', with 3 good
pioture. 1 asked that Mr. Forbes note the date and
dearges Mills. As hie made a space by the coffee maker,
he esitated a moment. Be evidently didn't convect my
instructions with the fact that he was in Gearges Mills
S0 1 have an antograph inscribed to George Mllst

1 engaged him in conversation by noting that I was
aware of his interest i bistory aud proceeded to mention
the summer of home of US Secretary of State John Hay
(1836-1905) located not far away on Lake Sunapee. [l am
a tour guide there n the summer manths } He remarked
that he bad been unaware of the Hay-New Hampshire

connection asklng it Hay had written the Lincon
biography here [Hay first worked as a “elers" for
Abzaham Lincoin]. "No", I told hio but that the volume
set hal been just published before Hay came to New
Hampshire. Forbes sald that he had enjoyed reading
Hay's account of Lincoln and that it was a superb work
of writlug. 1 presented Mr. Forbes with a brochure, a
duplicate from my collection of historical postcards, c.
1906 and ooe of my own photocacds. He beamed.

Just the day before I had seen a reference that Mr.
Forbes St. had beld Wendell Witlkie as a heroe and that
Steve Forbes was specifically Hiening bimself to Willkle
1 then asked about bis interest in Wendeli Willie and
‘whetier he collected things related to Witlle. This took
him by surprize but he responded with an emphatic, "Yes,
Tdo.". Lseized the woment and relayed very quickly tbe
fact that L asked that question oo hehalf of two elderty
sisters who are acquaintances of mine. Their father
was Wilkie's college professor. 1 sald that they had
some things in which Mr. Forbes might be interested.

Mather did get het chance &t ane point to ask Mr. Forhes
about forelgn policy matters, & sublect not much tatked
about [n the campalgn and lacking in the TV debate.
Mather was then futerviewed at lemgth by the
Washington AP reporter aud somebody from New Jersey.

Imanaged to get over 1o the door where I was pressed up
agalust the newspaper racks by reporters gettlng In
front of me. One even asked if 1 could reach a Timest
Hardly able to breathe, I said, "l don't think so”. As Mr.
Forhes parted, be spotted me, shook hands once more
and said, ‘B get back to me.".

Since, then I havz had calls from friends From all over to
tell me that C-SPAN covered the conversation 1 had with
Mr. Farbes and rebroadeast it on the hour throughout the

the moment was not right to gu lnto detau. 1 asked
Whether he might he and how 1o get in contact with bim.
He affirmed his Interest. He hegan seatching his pockets
far a businoss card as [ assumed.  Apoligetically, he
asked if I had something to write on. 1 whipped out a
folded manillz enevelope upon which he scrawled his
address. While thls Intent little disenssion was gong on,
T was mare than awate of 2 180 degree view of nothing
but camera tenses, lights, and sound booms. It Is
amazing the effect that the addition of TV cameras have.
fay. S0 muen or DEINE MeOSPIEUOLS! | Bave: DO alsD
learned that Mother's separate conversation was also
carried by €-SPAN.
TUere you bave i, au eye Wimess accouat of the
bresidential process.
Sincerely.
Norwoed 5. Eeency I
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