
-IN MEMORIAM ---

BLANCHE KEENEY STEPHENS
··proud to be a Keeney"

"'These lears 1 shed are nol in vain, He soon emse<! the pain
And cvcryda)'1 liSlen to be sure He callsmy narnc;
Then silellLly I bow rny head, and praise our Lord above
For allowing ME immersion in His Eternal Love"

From KEENEY UPDATE Sept 2002, written by
B1anchcKccncySlepl:;~ru;31 JanuaIY 197-1-

E-!l-1ai125Jul\cl003fromskipparoo314@aoLcom
BLANCHE PASSED AWAY TODAY AFfER A LONG

BATTLE WITH LUKEMJA. FUNERAL AND BURIAL
WILL BE ON SATURDAY, JUNE 28, IN TOLLAND CT
IM:MEDIATE SURVIVORS: Julie (Mo:s Bill) McNabb and
granddaughlCrs Jennifer and Ashlcy McNabb

AdedicalcdfamilygencaJogistanddcsccndentofPeler
K.eeney,wbpscfarnilylincagcwasalifclimcpassiou,In
1968 sbe "TOle "I always had thought thai onc' s own surname
would be the easieSl to run down. NOlSQ. Still, ofl can spark
cfioughenthusiasm in some od lhc existing Pulaski (KY)Keen-
eys,l'dliketoplllilalilogelberinbookform,aniceseqnelor
companiontoyours'

By December 1986 Blanche's vision had grown, During lhe
summer of 1982 she had tJ:aveled and visiled Keeney kin in
Pulaski KY. cenlraI Indiana, all ove:rNlissonri alldbroadened
hcn'ision,ndherfil"-".InNovembcrI986sheaskcdthat
KEENEY UPDATE carry au. ad, TIle Search For Pelet Keeney
HcrgoaI now was to publish a scries ofcieht books, covering
each ofhis eigllt irielllifiable chiIdrcn (we already had enough
infolrnlation for books on Michael (MO alld TX) and Mo'iCs,
her immediate line. in Kentu~ky and Missouri), She promised
printing on 8 IITx II" acidfrcc 24 ponnd Slock, approxirnate-
ly500·800pages.Researchcontinuedwithqnarteriyadsintlte
GFNEAT.OGlCAL DIGEST

Neanwhile Blanck lcn her addrcsfiC;; ill Urrmille and Frc,"o,
CaJiIomia,tojoinhcrdaughtcriltCOltlleclicutaltdtobcaspcciai
nanny for her new grandchildren But this came to an abrupt
in November 1998 wheu Blanche's car was totaled (as was his)
by a collision with a drunlron drivcr. Thercsuit wasfracturcd
ribs, whiplaslt, shoulder and baclt injurics, and momhsofbcillg I
nuable to follow her accumulation of material for her "book"

Nollollg aftcr a slow recovery, Blanche learned thai she was a
cancervictimwithadia.gnosis(}fleukemia.Prayersweres<>licil-
edfarandwideandl\e\VSofrecoveryncvercametohcrl>e1oved
family and geneaiogical friends

~er faithfully mailing KEENEY lJPDMf:qllarter after qlUlrt
Wlthfrequentpersona1inquiries,lrece!V~thisnotelnBlanche's
handwriting on April 26, 2003: "1 AM TRYTNG TO HOLD MY
OWN. THANKS FOR ASKING." Blanehe

GENEALOGY of BLANCHE KEENEY
(from her self-printed PEDIGREE chart)

born 14 Nov 1878inPulaski CoKY, dallghter of EDWARD HJL..
TON KEENEY (14Nov 1878, 11 Jan 1954)andEstherMStroud,
b.3 Dee 1891 Yuba Co CA, d.ll Mar 1976 Fre5Ilo CA

1%8 note: My futher was qnite a bero ill the Sl"'nish

"----Ccontinued onnextpage)



Page 2
continued

CAPT. ROGER WYATT KEENEY, BLANCHE KEENEY STEPHENS
(continued)

American War, serving in Cuba at tlle onset He was It could be said that RogerWyali :I<eency was born to be a boat man. A<;a young
dischargedbUlreenJisted,He1henwetlltothcPhilip- man, ~ng Ill' in hi, home town ofW,tcher, WV the family home was situated
pines and was discharged in 1901. He was 4 on a lovely knoll overlooking the Kanawha River. As a young man, Roger worked
when 1 was born. J found him in the 1880 cetlSlls. [or his father, Fred Keeney, who opcr,tcd a river transportation and constru ction

;mndparcnts: William Perry Keeney b.1 Nov 1847 inPulaski. compan)',T.G.KeeneySon,·"businessoriginallyfuundedbyRogcr's
26JnnI912CaseyCoKY&JosephineBonaparteCrutch_ grandfathcr,TraborG.Keeney.
eldb.27 Mar 1859, d,1887 in CascyCo; married 29 Jnl1875

MOSES KEENEY b.23 Jul182J Pulaski Co, d.9 Apr 1891
inPnlaski;m, Mary Ann Sharpcb,1821 WhitlcyCoKY,

-lENR~2~~90b~1~1:S~~~,aftcr 1870 in Pulaski; m

Elizabeth Waddlec.1801, d. after 1870
PETER KEENEY b. c1740 - migrated from Roanoke Co

VA with :Manilla::; Yocnm and party in 1780/1 to Lincoln
CoKY

rom HARTFORD COURANT 26 June 2003 .

~~~~~~K;':;::7"~~~=~:'J:n~~~~~=~=
~:1. She grew up in Fresno CA, gmdmrtin,g from Roosevelt

gh In 1943. In recent years she moved to Vemon CTlObe
earhcrgranddaughters,Shew~apUblishedpoet,recognized
n WHO'S WHO IN POETRY 1978, Sbe was a family historian
hosereseafch has been published, and has selVed as conSliltant

~7~~~~:,raU:~~~~:i;;c~u~%t::~~;V~ri%
our-footed Arthur

Blanche was prcdcceascdbyherformcrhusband,Ernest C
;:PhensOfViet?rville CA She is ~Ved by herdaughtcr
~~vontc son-ill-law JULIA STEPHENS McNABB and

LIAM ROBERT McNABB of Tolland, granddaughters
enniferJulia Oueranl and AshleyLinneaMoir,and sistcrs

:~e~~:::f::~oF~~d~':;~:OfBiShoPCA

The Rev Steven L Thayer officiated at the funeml
service at the Tolland Memorial FtlllCrnl Home at
lOA M. Saturday, June 28. A private intenncnt
followed (Wriuenfru: KEENEY UPDATE 9-2003)

FAMILY MEMBER ASSIGNED EVANGELISTIC

MINISTRY IN ST. THOMAS, VIRGIN ISLANDS

Phyllis Sue Walker, born 7-7-1948 to Marvm Rich-

ard Walker and ADA LENORA KEENEY, daughter
of John S Jr & Rosa Cline Keeney ofWV. married

Nicholas Joe Risk on 7-15-1968 in Florida, where

she went with her mother after a car accident took

the life of her father soon after her birth.

Lenora and her husband had been married by

the Rev C B Jackson, favorite family pastor, in 1946.

All that is old news. But the latest news is this;

Reverend Sue Risk., of 123 McMullen Booth Rd.,S

#112, CleatWater FL 33759, has responded to a call

from her church, New Beginnings Fellowship, to

minister in preaching, teaching and praying for

people, going wherever God directs, in the Virgin

Islands, beginning August II, 2003. She will be

completely dependent on God and ~e~ su~po~rs TIOGA CO PA 1860; (all Keeneys) Adelia 13, Alvira 5. America 24,
to fund the ministry. She will be mrnlstenng ill St. Celesta 10, Clarinda 10, Clarinda 52, Henrietta 15, Henry S 36, Irene 39.

Tho.mas in a new church, the House of Refuge Israel p 56 b.NY, Jane 19, LeniJda 32 b.NY, Ruth 4, Thomas 43,

~:::;;~~~'Bi~~:~~rFS~rt~;;nH~;; VanBuren 8, Victor 24

receipts for tax deductible donations will follow. -----------------



September 2003 KEENEY UPDATE

Jeanette AI;ce-Hodgcs, born 7 Mar 1923, niamed CLARENCE CALVIN
KEENEY On 11 Mar 1944. Her husband was born in 1921 to William Summers
and Bertha bias Keeney in Boone Co WV. He died on 28 oCI 1997. He had
been a prisonerofwar during World War II in Luxemburg

Woman donates to Putnam seniors

BOB OSGOOD is pictured here in tht: doorway
Part Une of Book One ("Crossing Jordan") has gone 10 my proofreader, Ruby of R"h",""", NUrse House in Salem

Doherty (my pastor's wife), who recently accompanied me on a research trip to Salem
Massachusetts. I am now working on the sea voyage

greal t~:g~s:~~c:f ~~i~~ ::~:nl=~=~f ~~~~~:~~~:~~r~cc~~:s~~t~;:e-->,-om-k-H-.N-E-Y ~O~PD-A"'T"'E,"'V'"'ol"'I,"'N"'O."3
early markers were made of wood. none of them were left, however, I did find a couple JUNE 1984

of grav~~b~~9~~d~~~: ~u~:ro~i~~~~~:;;~,:~~~ h~~;~hO graciously gave 1:0VEL FEAT'J RI NG
Ruby and I a private viewing of the property, told me of the graveyard's existence. He K~'::N EY KIN _ PLAN N iD
said that Henry and his family and descendants were buried there. He also told me
where to find the old Putnam Family gravey<lrd and the location of the grave of little Ann
Putnam, who began the hysteria of 1692. Her grave, which also contains the remains
ofherparents.isonlyalargemound,oompletefyandunderstandabiyunmarked

Ruby and I also located Henry Keeney's land, which runs between the ends of
Nichols and Preston streets in Danvers. I was able to gather some dirt and a small
stone from the land, as well as a large rock from the Keeney graveyard

Mr. Osgood also loid me that when the Keeneys originally came to Salem, they
lived on Liberty Street. The house, of course, is long gone, but I did manage to get my
picture taken under the street sign. Mr. Osgood, who is of indeterminate age, suffering
from a recent stroke. which left him partially paralyzed, was a wealth of information on
the Keeney family's early beginnings. Never did I imagine when I first contacted him
regarding a private viewing of the Nurse property, that he would spend so much time
gathering information about our family in preparation for my arrival. He also allowed me
to take a photograph of an old picture of the house of George Jacobs. The Nurse Donallons lOr prmung and mallmg
estate has the only copy in existence of that photo. of this Issue mclude Barbara R.

the film~r:~a~~ ::~~~~:'eaS~~~:i:~~~~ro;2~~~~:ii~~~~u~~~~~ ;~~ ~~i1t fo ~~~~~:~~~; ~~l: Keeney

~~:~=SUt~ t~~~t:a~/p~=:~:I: t~~~n~~~~~~~n~~I:et~~~~'vi: the Hixson TN; C Robert ~~~de:::7~~m_
upstairs of the Rebecca Nurse house (which is usually off-limits to tourists}. I have an phis TN; Robert E Douglass ofLilbum
entire CD filled with pictures and a storehouse ofwonderful memories. GA; Ray W Keeney ofS,San Francisco

found ~t~~~~I~~~~::i~~~C:lsl~~~'y~~7 ~~~r;~ ~e~ewwe~~:rh~:.:m~ ~~the ~.RAn0"dremary Keney Warhel of~uffalo

state that were the first settled. Knowing that Sir Thomas immigrated to New ' . w R Quenon of Danville KY
(continued on next page) and Manon Moeller of Maquoketa lA.



Mr. Brown was a retired
millwright from E. 1. Dupont
with over 25' years of service
He was a lifelong resident of
t'liamond and a member of the
~.1amond M~thodist Church.

F AMll. Y DETAILS: Alma Hackney was born Alma Belcher
diO Lewis Edward & Belle \\'hile Belcher, granddughler of
Thomas Hix & Elizabeth KEENEY While (daugghler of Robert
"Bull Bob" & Y1ary Jane Bowles Keeney:

FRED BROWK also descends from White & Keeney ties,
being the son of Con.rad & Lilly While Brown and grandson
of Benjamin Franklin & Luc~~da Ellen (Tude) KEENEY White
Lucinda&Elizabeth\\'hiteKeeneywer<:lirstcousins.

HOMER V BURRIS was husband to Rosalie KEENEY, dau
of JohnS Jr& Rosa Cline Keeney

HAZEL KEEl\'EY McCORMICK was the oldest child of
William Summers & Bertha Bias Keeney and mamed Isaac
McCOrnickfb,190S)on21 Jon 1930.

KEENEY BIOS IN SWlTZERLAND CO Indiana
JOJ-L'1 KEENEY b.in. CT, came from Delaware

Co NY 10 IN in 1835;bom 1786 slo Jonathan and
Esther Beebe Keel'ey, both d ill Delaware Co; rn
Dorothea Harris dJo Robcrt Harris who boughl 200
acres m Swilzerland Co in. 1835; John nccidently
droWT1cdnc<,rViv~y,Ohiovillley, bnngrunover
by u stealllb<Jat loaded with scythe snath,~ Choldren
FANNIE, John L, Salinda. william J, Il:lrris, 1,;<,
Alfred, EsEhcr and Hiram B

.c.
...:services· will be held at 1

frdie:a:~ddai~a~ene F~~'e~:i
Homewith the Rev, Mary Ann
Holbrook officiating, Burial
'Nill follow in Kanawha Valley
Memorial Gardens, Glasgow

KEENEY NOVELIST

(continued)
Hampshire, I was interested in finding out where he might have gone. Also knowing
that his daughters. Mary and Elizabeth. married into the Tibbets family and eventually
moved to New Hampshire, I sunnised that if I COUld find one of the towns with Keenes
(or Keeneys) and Tibbets. that; had orobab'" iocate<i Sir 'homas' point of destination

KEENEY CENSUS
USTINGS

BRADLEY CO TN 1860
Adeline 23
Columbus 4
Harriet 14
Jane 46
John 18
MaryE2
Robert 16
Wiley P 5112

CASSCO ND 1900
Ellen I b.ND
Gordon J 53 b.MI
Gordon Jr 16 b.ND
Lottie E 40 b.MI
Mark D 11 b.ND
MaryE 18b.MI
Phebe 9 b.ND
Ruth 15b.ND

CLAY CO NE 1880
DanielA
Addie
Nellie
La=
Earnest
Edward

SCHUYLKILL CO PA 1860
Peter 48
Catherine 48
Elias 24
Isabella 19
George 16
William 14
Eliza II
AaronS

KANKAKEE CO IL 1900
Albert H 20 b.LL
Amelia 39 b.IL
Cornelia 58 b.NY
Elmer 19b.IL
Francis J 32 b.IL
HerbertA2b.IL
IyetaM6b.IL
James H 48 b.IL
William F 39 b.IL
Hany22 b.n

LANE CO OR 1860
Oliver M 7 ma b.OR
EIi33b.MO
Elizabeth 27 b.MD
ElizaR2b.OR
Jonathan 33 b.MO
Margaret 17b.!A
MaryEI2b.MO
~ilasN fi b.OR



HENRY /KEENet UNKS fN
TN W1EAL 1)/IUGHTER Of
JOHN JONATHAN I<E.E.N6Y
in West Virginia lore JOHN HENRY was a steel-

driving man In Tennessee lore JAMES HENRY",,"
a son-in-law of JOHN JONATIIAN KEENEY, first
SOn of the Iohn Keeney who rcceived land in Greeu-
brier Coin 1750 and leader of the Kecncy sons who
!ookup landgrnnts in the part of North Carolina that
became eastem TeIlDe:ssee. Blount County records arc
loaded wilh references to JAMES HENRY and his sec_
ond wife, NANCY CAROLINE KEENEY, with their
eight children addcd to an earlierfiUlIily ofsry. children
mothered by Jane Gamer(1783_J820): Betty Kenncdy.
Hugh, Rachel Hammond, James Specks (m. }("thCrillC
KCCTIey), Nancy and Ake Henry

JAMES HENRY was born 30 Nov 1782 and died 5
September 1847. NANCY CAROLINE, sister of Joo-
athan Keeney and daughter of John & Annie Poels Kcc-
ney, washam in 1776 in WV aTTN. Her sisler, Nancy
Anna Keeney, who married John William Oldham, who
accompanicd the Keeneyparents to Indiana, raised a
large famil~' in Faycne Co IN and Cedar Ci MO, II is
assumed that Caroline and Anrui were twins, born 1776.

James Specks Hcmy, son from the first marriage,was
wed 10 KATHERINE KEENEY dlo JaCkson H & Polly
Mabry Keeney of Anderson Co TN.

JAMES HENRYINANCY CAROLINE FAMILY
married7Janl827inBlountCoTN

L MARY KATHERINE HENRY h.c1826 ffi. Jolm Dunn
Headrick 1823-1898, lived al Gambles Store, Blount Co

WILLIAM WRlGHTHEADRICK b,1845
JAMES HENRY HEADRICK b.1847 m.Elizabeth Clark
NANCY HEADRICK b, 1848 ffi. Robert Houston Cowan
JOHN (Bud) HEADRICK b.1852
ANNAHEADRlCKb.1854 m. Jom Hannan
CAROLINE HEADRICK DEAN b.1856
RACHEL HEADRICK b.1860 m. Will McTcer
MARY (Mollv) HEADRICK b,1863 ffi. John Davi,

2. \\TIJJAMKEl.'SE'·IIFNRY m. AmaudaKcrr
3. ARTHUR HENRY - ah'" 5 in 1860 Bloum Co census
4. COMMOOORE PERRY HENRY - age 26 In Benlon Co

AR census; wife:Nanc:y b.1838, dau, Amanda
5, DOROTHULA HENRY
6. BRYANT W HENRY - age 20;n 1850 Blount Co TN
7. SAMUEL HENRY b. 1822 TN; in Sevier Co AR 1860

w-Marthab.1833,MaryC 1846, Nancy C 1847, Hester
M 1850, EIizabethC 1852, HernyJoseph 1853, John
1854 (all bom in Tennessee)

8, JAMES HHENRYb, 12-1839; wife: Rachel 5-1861,
JuliaE 9-1882, Rachel E 8-1886, James M 12-18%,
Samuel 1-13-18%; lived at Cades Cove AR

(James Henry, father, was a RevOlntionary Warvcternn,
who is shown with land;n Washington Co NCllater TN
in 1778 and 1779 (probably traveIcd with the Kccney
brothers who had left Greenbrier Co WV; in 1783 he
laid <;/aim to 1 000 acres ill Green Co, along Clinch R

McHargue Cemetery
linncounty,Oregon
Historical & Biographical Notes

Sarah M., Daughter of Jonalhan and Mary Keeney. 1850-1855
GeorgeW., Son of Jonathan and Mary Keeney. 1841-1862
Infant Son of Jonathan and Mary Keeney Died July 18th,1859

The above children of the Jonathan Keeney family are members of a
rather notable local p;oneerfar.liiy. Jonathan and Mary Keeney were
pioneers to Oregon intheyear'184(5?). The Keeney Donation Land
Claim was directly south of this cemetery but on the Courtney Creek side
of the divide. Jonathan Keeney was well known throughout the reglonf
his many kind deeds to needy emigrants, among others the Templeton
and McHargue families. He brought Wm. T. Templeton mto thiS valley
after he had become stranded in the lower valley-took two slrong yok
of oxen and hauled their goods when their own oxen were too week an
exhausted to travel further He gave flour 10 lhe McHargue family on th
arrival (Se, Mrs. Jos. Hume IntervieW.) Jonathan Keeney is t:elieVed to
have died near Boise Idaho. He went to thai place after settling In linn
County and is reputed to have been running a ferry there when he was
drowned

James Keeney 1836-1911. Reputed 10 have been a son of Jonathan
Keeney. He was a pioneer of 1845

Keeney, George W, son of Jonathan and Mary Keeney, d. Od, 23,
1862,age21y2m 14d
Keeney, BriCk M., son of James B. and S 0 Keeney, Feb. 29, 1876-
July 27, 1891
«eeney, JameSB .. 1836_"811
,(eeney, Susan Swank. i845-1933, Pioneers of 1845
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ARE YOU RELATED TO MOSES KEENEY1

Early ~rican Keency families were very Biblc centered, ifwe
can take a clue from tllcir names. EveI)' family ~med to have a
JOHN, but tllcre were lots ofThomascs, Joshua., Daniels, James
and Jeremiahs. There was even a Uriah and one or more Abners.

BlItMOSES was a name carried from generation to generation
and many genealogical queries want 10 know his family members

Son of John Keency, p;onecr setller in the Grcenbricr Valley of
VNWV, was MOSES KEENEY 1766-1840, one oflhose for whom
Kccney Rapids in tllC New Rivcrwas named, Mosesmarried in
1789 to Frances Harris

This MOSES #1 had a son named MOSES WALLS KEENEY, b
1797 in Greenbrier, d, at age 93 On Cabin Creek. He was married
in Grcenbrier to Mary 0 Hiff1803-1880

Early Selller Jolm Keeney's SQns PETER, JOHN C and DAVID
also named tIle;r sons MOSES. Peter's Moses fathered many of
thePulaskiKYarca Kccneys. rivennanJohnC Keeney's wn
Moses whose offsprings lived largely in Ohio. David's MOSES
ASBURY KEENEY lived in VA, WV and SL1:es of-tllc IiOUth

MOSES KEENEY McDOWELL, b.11I41 in Indiana, was" son of
ThOlt13S and ELIZABETH KEENEY McDowell (daughter of Moses
I. He was Ill3rried in Ford Co IL

Keeney hislorian GEORGIA KEENEY listed her MOSES ASBURY as
SOIlof Moses I, but he wa8a generation latcrin the family of
David. He was boom in 1-1804, dying in 1840 at age 36. His mother
was Peninah Bailes Keeney and he married PhoclJc Ann Skeene
b.7DeeI825,d.I3JuI1856

Pulaski's MOSES KEENEY 1770"!&47 was married to Catherine
Penee 177(l..1835 andEJizabclh StogdiH 181D-19Q2 and fathered
severnl children in both rnarriagcs. MOSlfromthesccondmarriag<:
grcwupiuMjssouri

JOHN C & ELIZABETH FARNEY KEENEY's MOSES W"dSboom in
Kanawha Co WV in J82l!. served in Co F, 91st Regl, Ohio Infantry
during the Civil War, and ,,--as married to Rebecca Donahoe in 1866
MOSES KEENEY, son of John C Keeney Ir 1830-1909 & Frances
Hammond 1868-1939, was mIlrricd to Mary Ann Arthur.

MOSES WALLS KEENEY JR h.1832, was a miner in Wellston OH
where he died unmarried on 7Feb J902

Moses 1'8 son Pa,id A & Catherine Jarrell Keeney had a son MOSES
MOSES M KEENEY b,I836 who married Mary Jane Prather.

Stires Keeney, another son ofMoscs 1, had a son MOSES W (Tope)
KEENEY 1843-1901 who married Lucy J Kelley. They enigrated briefly
to Kansas, returned to BelIe WV and are buried at Witcher WV

MOSES KEENEY, son ofP"la8kj's Mosc"",21 Jll! JS2J, d. 9 Sepl189J
was married to M:uy Ann Sharp in Whitley Co KY.

Olher MOSES KEENEYs inlJlis family line included MOSES KEENEY
of KYITN was born 5 Jill 1843 and married Ann J Irvin; MOSES KEENEY
79thRcgl, Virginia Military 1815; MOSES KEENEY b. II Dee 1847 in
Hendricks en TN, was a son of GEORGE KEENEY 1800-185\ and Susannah
Hughes

MOSES was also a name used by earHer New England familiesbcfore rhey
adopted tlle KEENEY spelling. Deacon MOSES KENNEY s10 Jolm &
Esther Crain Keeney was b8 Sept 1847 in Canton MA, baplised II Sept

1747011 NonbbDroMA, Hvedat Sudbluy,builtlhefim
grist mill atKroney Pond, owned I,OOOacn::s andwasa
Sclc:e:tm3IIin theMA General Assembly. HemarriedAzuhah
P:ume1flrI751-IS37.

MOSES KEENEY (CANNEY), descendent oflhe third son Of
Sir Thomas Kinne (Keeney), son ofRiclL1Id Canney married
Susanna Jenkins2 Apr 1726. Othes named MOSES inlhis

family included a son oflsaae who m. SUS3lllt3Perl<ins, a son of
Moses who married Abigail Tcbbets, a son of John b.1778
whose wife was Sally, and MOSES KINNE 166S-1694, IiOIIof
John, who married Margarel LealJlerllead The C3nneys were
residents of New Hampshire.

ARKANSAS 1870
John 25 b.tn (Independence)
J R 25 b.KY (Randolph)
Nicholas 58 b.KY (Madison)
Zachary 45 b.GA (Bradley)

MONTANA 1880
Anna (Gallatin)

Catharine (Missoula)
Champion (Missoula)
Clara (Missoula)
Joseph (Missoula)
WD(Missoula)
William (Missoula)
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Norwood Henry Keeney 1894-19811 Henry (1852-1887) & Laura Quick!
Ralph (1834-1908) & Laura J Bramblel Shubae1 (1794-1882) & Ruth
Keeneyl AshbeIl1763-1823) &Sarah Hills! Thomas 1730-1804 & Sarah
Gerald Keeneyl Thomas Keeney (1704-1761) & Eunice House

CONTINENTAL LINES
A Tribute to Norwood Keene.
B~': Mark B. Richardson .

."'-,thehobbyooDtinueson,itisalwa)"siml'o.--tanttOl'aJ attention tot bene,,'andyoongerpa.--ticil'ant..l,bccausc
they "ill bc the ODes 10 carry the Iraditiom' and storiesoflhe hobby On to Ihe nUl generation of Revolutionary
War reenaclors: Less eo<perienced rcenacl\".s come inlo the hobhy and are nMurally ullecled 10 leam from Ihe
older1Dorescasoned~naetors.The""lwog.roul"worll.sidebysideandlogctherlaketltellobby'lolhene'll""el
of historical value. Here, however, I want 10 pa)" tlibule 10 SOmeone who has been a d""oted reenactor s,nce the
days of our oalional Bicentennial.

One of Ihose "seawned" reenaclo"", Non.OOtl Keeney, is l:oing to'retire from Ihe bohby Ibis )"ear, or at least he <

tbink!; so. Norwood IS a veteran of Ibe Bicenlennial campaigns, and the First New Hampshire RCi~imcnt bas been
his home throuJ:boul hi'l reenacting career. I first met Norwood in 1916 wben I was a member oflhe BoHon,
Massachusetts Militia. Norwood Commanded Ihe HrSI ~en Ilamllshire al a Bicentennial 'reenactment eelehration
spon~(trcd by Ihe Bolron Militia. While I spent the ",cd sever.tl ~'ears with Ihe Se...,nth Massachusetts Rcgim~nt
and Capuin Nathaniel Donnell's Company ofille Third Continental Ariiller")', it ",as I'rimanty' because of my'
relationship ",ith Non'OIId tbat I e,'entually gravilated tothe First Ncw lIaml'shire, which he still comm:toded
S(tmelimes O\'er the years, Nonn>lld and f would talk aboul polilies. Being a Connecticut t",nsplant t(t New
Hamp'hire, it was only narural for Nontood 10 be a good Republican lIy' I,oli,ical ptT<uasion. Ha,ing bl..,n •."i",,<1
in .\b,<aehuscns, il was only nalnralthat I was a good Democrat by' politic". persuasion. Needless 10 say, we bad
some interesting discnssions. Howe,'er, I think that because orthe bobby', and uur collective American .,pirit. we
fOllnd mo •.• things to agree on than we could ever disagree with. I actuall)" came to respect and YI'te for a
Repnbliun or fwo Over the ycars.

SeH:ral ~'ears ago, Norwood passed un his command of the First Ne", Hampshire, and as his age has progressed,
we have understandably seen less and less of him at events. When Non'l'ood ga"e up his command as "Colonel" of
the First NewHampshire, the Regiment presented him nith the Regimellt's sword of command and "retired" him
",ith Ihe "ank of Brigadier General. Non,'ood promptly turn, ••1 around and rejoined the rankS as a Pri,'atl". I1e
still marched and kept pace with the best of uS as long as hc could. To this day, among all members oftbl' First
New Hampshire Regiment family', Norwood is affectionately spol<cn of as "'the Colonel"

Now NOnnlO}d has retired ft-om "ccnacting altogether. Well, ~e~s what? Nor •••.ood will nevC.<'be retired from this
hobb)'. I ean'l begin to tell the ~tories of what he has conlributed to tbis hobby' o,'er tbe yea~. From Canada 10
Georgia and across the Atlantic Ocean to England. stories abOllt Norwood Keeney willlll·e on throngh the y'can
and be retold around many more campfires. Bccansl" of Norwood Keene)', the reenactment famil~' of the First
New Hampshire Regiment will he rejuvcnatcdand sustained, the hislo')' of the First New Hampshire Regiment
will continuc to be told alld the hobb)' will Jive on. For all his Jears offaithful sendee, ll'e nill alwa)'s thanl,
Norwood for wbat he has given to the hobbJ, and best of all, whenever we rel<indle the cam"fi,'es, Non..-ood will
make us laugh.

IN (Ben) STIRES KEENEY isa 6v, Jarnes Keeney was horn 181J
at great grandson of STIRES JADE

(1813-1876) 1";. M:thalaKeeneywasbom 1812

Benjamin S. Kcency, son ofMr,& Mrs. Roy 0, Keeney, and grandson of Mr. & Mrs 8 vii. HemiettaKccneywasbom 1814
William H. Keeney, Sr .. graduated horn Fairmont State College, Fainnoot, WV, with a
BS degree in Architeettrre. A member of the American Institute of A.-chiteclure Students 9 viii, Wilson Keeney was born 1815. Wilson died in 1934
Benjamin has studied architecture in New York City, Boston and Seattle. He has also
had rewarding experiences as a Special Olympics volunteel:, Ben has heeD accepted into 10 ix, Rhoda Keeney was born 1811
the Architecture graduate school program at VA Tech in Blacksburg, V A for the Fall
2003 term to continuehissrudies toward a Master of Architecture degree II x. Elizabeth Keeney was horn 1819. Elizabeth died 1880
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MARY HEMPSTEAD KEENEY, FIRST WHITE WOMAN IN NEBRASKA
became Nebraska's Mt white woman, with the poslble
exception of Madam Lajoie in 1770.

Lisa's Indian wife was attacked by Sioux Indians when
Raymond was four. The attackers strapped him to a cradle
board, but the mother grnbbed him and threw him over a
Wlll~riskinghislife. Told of this experience, Lisa gave pres-
ents to both Raymond and his mother amd released her
logo back to her people.

Lisa died 12 August 1820 and was buried in Bellafonte
Cemetery, St Louis. He left $2,000 to each ofills Indian

Lisa's Indian wife was attacked by Sioux Indians when
Raymond was four. The attackers strapped him to a cradle
board, but the mother grabbed him and threw him over a
wall, risking his life. Told of thIs experience, Lisa gave pres-
ents to both Raymond and his mother amd released her
togo back to her people.

Li~a died 12 August 1820 and was buried in Bdlafonte
__ -e""~e>y,-St-LoOO-.Heleft$2;OOOtoeachofhisIndian

children. Raymond died as a young man, but Rosalie was
married to Madison Ely, a white man. She died in Trenton
IL2IDecI904,leavingseveralchildren.

Mary lived fifty years after her husband's death. She was
a friend of the fur traders and Indians all her life and was aff-
ectionately called "Aunt Manuel". It is thaI name on her
tombstone when she was buried by her husband.

From IDSTORY OF MlSSOURl, Era of Far West Exploration

Mary Hempstead Keeney was the St Louis widow of
John Keeney. She was the mother of Dr Christopher
H Keeney, who died at age 22 on 7 Jul 1829 and was
buried in the family plot five miles from StLouis.

This intriguing widow, daughter of Step hen Hem-
stead(17S4-1831), Revolutionary War veteran, died on
3 Sept 1859 at age 87 at Galena IL

Mannel Lisa was the fll'St white fanner in Nebraska, He
employed one hundred men, for whom he provided cab-
ins, lllId had hundreds ofh<mes, cattle, hogs and fowls.
He brought to Nebraska the seed of the grecn squash,
the lima bean, the potato and the tumip, introducing
them teothe Indian tribes.

Romance and sorrow are connected with te Lisa family
Vlhen he first came to Nebraska he left a while wife in St
Louis, but after a while he married an Omaha Indian girl
She gave birth to Rosalie and Raymond. When Rosalie
WM!W9J1et:.fatbll!"wl!ilkd.w~ hert" £t loui~, l'I""""'C
much opposed by herdistraught mother.

In the--swnmer of 1817 Lisa's st Louis wife died and on
August S, 1818 he married Mt.RY HEMPSTEAD KEENEY.
She was a clwming woman, much loved by all who knew
her. Knowing that steamboats were entering te Missouri
River and soldiers wuld be sp.endingwinters in Nebraska,
Lisa sent his attractive wife up t/Je tiver to entertain offi-
cers and make mends to secure trade. Thus Mrs Lisa


